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Holidays that respect destinations and local people
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{Lmary weithaut the guilt'is the phrase coined 1o descnbe the dyllic
offering of this eco-lodge nestled inthe unspeilt sharelire of Lake Miassa,
ezsarmbsicue 115 a descriptian the lodge owners are prowd of - forit
shows them that they've got the balance just right

LIEE ALL gl Bai=r Geleas, WEwichi was boam
ton Bl qrusls

Tey 1k enid- 190K Takisck Smkin and his
Tt e Tl i miallingg over 1lvele futusies
i Lanndan palt, They kicked a Jewideas
arouxl, Tk by e ¢l al the svening had
seftbod S 0 - lomiEsan pEajet in Alnica,

Thial was the ey D, Theo veads were
LErCa s paenl ey wp i il skills needed Lo
(e sich a plai, Beakingg far Inyvestors
i T asine,

e of e st invesenrs, Lol Castra, had
wei ke vl Thie BP0 BEgh Commaission hor
Belupecsin (he sepatrintion of Momamdican
eefigines ab ehe avel af thewar in the eazly
FA0E. Shi had travedksl exiensively ancand
Manbern Mozmmbague and f2en in love
with Il"l.'||r'|I|J—J\.'|:|l\.'||.|:-|.'.I|JI!¢"-|1|'l:I|CII' Mlassa
{the Messamahiqias side of Lakoe Malasi).

1 il Psey temvelling aroue vanoas
Aleicain contiies kmkivg Bor il ideald place
Ik oy G o abseaing, bl withosi mich
Dk, npscalls Pansck, 21 iolkaicd Bodas sdvice,
Taincal o Tt Do B weeae ks aeed Drae ool
g b lengeh of Lake Miass), expdaring the
shaone, Joaking, far gl dead place ta set his
LT LY

“The whiele aeea was perlect: undouched,
Wil beastibal and Wil a papaiatian ckat
e il te pantickpase ia the peodes o of
1lwir nalaml esanes.”

st it twaes s il & yead lader chat
el wigdeiee ke henga NEwichi' beach was
lEgoygred, Mehenge MEws i Tiemlly
s sl Ak sauea ks o gods Tksichi”
wlien jiea diag vonie Toct tlacagh the sofl
e sanel,

Whach ol the Voo e iz secand arip,
siys Pamick, swas spene Siciing usdler a mange
rree, cescussing with chiets and village eliders

5B | ribranved

ahizt our goals and 1he impact this woakl
Fave an the local populations, Ancestors
were oonsalied and cfferings made in espact
to the bacal trzdiblons, The resuh wasa formal
letterdrwn up by the vilhgers satng ther
Eull support to the whiode peoject. Armed with
this document, tle peoject was borm, The
WEAr s 15

1 2002, Nkwichi apensd: the main [edge
Faxihling has a dinieg, soim mlsed high on
A il providing views ol oner gl
lake The gt plattarm Lualt among the
encaimans grinde beilders on tie bikeshore
presddies annther popular spo for guess
b i o relax, Seven sbunming clalels
= accnmmodating st 14 guests = made rne
local thatch, wood amd stoae ane hididen
beneach the teeline and invisilde fomn the
lake, Al poser s soler and the kitchen cocks
with “eoo-stoves” which use 20 per cent bess
Fircecdd, These shoves ase macde locally ad
arc ilse becnomning papilar with villagess.

i bogin wilh, it was a hit irial and emar,
admits Masrick, nonw the resklent direcsor
“hille | had expesence of managing lodes
I aovaihiem Adrica, 1 had not amually buils
o v scrateh, D Srss chale b actually
oodapsed during construction, tuk we all
learnt qquickhy ard mony hase ane af gl most
Imagirarive designs of any Afican huige”

Ginests can enfoy a wide sarety of nabane-
bascd pctivities, Inchuding exploging 1he
Miassz bz and snorkelling in the Inenslibiy
clear walers of the bike witich coalalns a
greate varicty of indigenous fish specics
~ miiife than 1,000 - han any other bke in
b warkl

Fiirwling Irom che Imdge has conaribubed
i b Mlanda Wildernes Projoct (WWIEL
a charsty which = with the sappoct aned

fedp ol the ecal community — bes turmsd
L0 0 Byctarrnes ol Likeside band inlan
campanuni b=l sosservadion ars,
Thruugls she MW cormmenity shvelapiesnl
prrograrnies T s Fae lilg six primorye
scittoeds, a makae mill o mabernity <linic

and given loars and tcaming in sustsinebie
prabicys or mrme Hian 700 s

The suppout of Uoe ksl popralatioe Tis
Izery pivatal, Mkwdchib bae e (i moam
zivirig furoe ehind thae estaldshnsenl
il ke Lrnogd Asseasiatiing, a legal Basly
emnpreening 20000 kcal peapde gl
Pheir chbels and elochel repeiseitative,
TEirergzh bl associatioe, <5x cansmunities
bes sscedsnsd Whieie sl dghils cedlifiestis
T (Bre il = 8l firsd sl by
coamrmni e in the coamery se v chnse
s The conseralbon ans is indweshad in
e Tarnl Hiles,

Hkwicha onby employs kel poople,
Irclucting 3 per cert v, dvea ol wlwan
are amanagers. Akl by st connosilis
Iremnefit froom Dok Drusinsess, founeen
pomibanay o s e e posdlive, Logal <airs
oo $ thie kelge tosntgs for goesss —aitd
prrsts wisik becal villapes Toe litganal dangg
cepen o, Cocasionally o <hinrch service
well B i lermugitid oss piicss o B
IEemselwes sl Bnlk kot the Clirces
whize leey Come fromn,

*Lusoary witheat Hie il i a gt s

and frue,” savs Palsick,

Al Mazamboue’s ez mimisber s
sl om Boe TV: This ds ey leadzes skonlild
e bazilt i Bomimbicque = o, his it B
by slacld b Tl i Afrival”
wuwwamanalswdldermss, arg

WHAT THE JUDGES SAID
TMEWICHE demanstrates wiist o smill,
privathesvned, lisury soo-tourst

Lo can comdrinte Hregh o 35 lid
rilght Jeeys andd B Gesety o drising fore
i thi: creation of the Uil Assocatsa
repreenling 20,000 local peopike through
thistr chbefs and electis) neprsikativs.
Chree af Ehee firat, bangge cormitnirily
amcciations i Mozamge, it hs
Estalend s commumities o W L
rights certafitates franm flae poverment.
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